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(1) 
LABPA GBALS 
To the Members of Parliament , and 


all others that haye bowels of pitty to- 
wards cruelly opprefled Tenants, &s. 


Ou muft not expe high Language from us, who 
are low-borne Tennants; We hall ſpeake plain 
Trutkes , And firſt, we are bold to tell you, That 
our Fore-Elders were Antient Tennants to the 
Dean and Chapter of Durhans. who thoughtthe 
had left unto us chat large Bircheright which could 
| not legally have been taken from us ; but we finde it otherwiſe, 
for we are now become (unleis God help us) miſerable fliyes to 
Licutenant Collone! John Lilburxe , for the Parliameat having 
given unto the ſaid Mr. L:/burxe three thoutand pounds, and 
afterwards committed him to the Tower for high Treaſon ; and 
being »cq iitted by his Jury at Gail/d- Hall , ke prelently at- 
fi-med , that there was remaining and got paid , fifteen hundred 
pounds of the ſaid 3000 {. gift. ſhe Lord Generall then coming 
out of [reland , moved the Parliament to give Mr. Lilbwrne 
the ſaid fafreen hundred pounds fo owing unte him, our of 
1 Deanes and Chapters Lands ; Which the Parliament immedi» 
| ately granted . and therein begun our mileries , for we being 
« /\* 


poor People farre remote and diftinmt from Londow, and all, or 

; moſt ot us ignorant of our own bufinels , wanting frieads to ad- 
on vile or help us , within the ſmall time of pre-emprion the AR 
allowed us, the faid Licurenant Collonell John Lilbwrne Rept 
in betore us , and made choyce ot fererall Farmes and Cottages 
which we held lying in the County of Durham , being the whole 
livehhood and (ubGkence of fourteene Families. Aad before 
the AR paſſed , the laid Mr. L»/burne made large promiles of 
kinde ulage to us the Tenants , laying in the preience of ſeyerall 
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witheſles , That we ſhould have onr Lands again , paying bins 
the Rates of bis purchaſe (namely) the money be paid ; but 
fince, we have fo farre taſted his kindneſs, as now we have 
caule to ſay, The Lord deliver ws from ſuch a Landlord. 
There are of us fourteene Families, and when the ARt paſſed, 
but two of our Farmes were out of Leaſe , William Hantrug- 
ton had the ene, and George Clifton , a poor Priloner in the 
Goale, had the other, 1, the laid Fi//iam Huntington Married 
a Widdow , that was Tennant to the Deane and Chapter , (he 
had a Houſe , Farme, Goods and Houſhold-ſtufie, rwo Cows 
and four Chilgren ; 1, the ſaid Wi//iam Huntington after marti- 
age with her, was forced to borrow meneys to Plow and Sow 
the (aid Farme , and God gave me a Childe by her , that made 
our number five ; ſo ſoon as our Houſes, and Lands were ſetled 
by Authority of Parliament in the ſaid Mr. Li/burne , he immc- 
diately came into the County of Durham, and ſtripped me the 
ſaid William Hantington , of Houle, Farme, Cropp, Houſhold- 
Ruffe, Goods, Hay, and Straw, and ewo Cowes , he tooke from. 
me Goods to the value of one hundred and thirty pounds 
at the leaft; he thruft us all our of doors , my Wife with her 
five ſmall Children , leaves us not one Cow , I may truely ay, 
ſcarcely one bit of bread ; and for my ſelfe , I could expe no 
other , but ts lye and rot in Priſon for the Debr which I borowed 
as aforeſaid. Next, he fell upon me George Clifton , a poor Pri- 
ſoner ia the Goale of Durham tor debt ; he likewiſe caſt my poor 
Children out of my Houſe and Farme , expoſing them to periſh 
inthe ſreecs , tooke from me Houſe, and Farme , Houſhold- 
Ruff, and all that I had z and my Children being put by him 
wpon the Pariſh , he was fo farre from allowing them ſub- 
ftance out of my owne Eſtate , that he refuſed to contribute w 

the Pariſh. towards their maintenance. And thus - he dealt 
with the two Teanants of the two Farmes out ef Leaſe. And 
the faid Mrs Lilbyrae allo threarned me Gaſcoyue Eden , 
becauſe I would not deliver up my ERate to him, then baving 
ſeven yeersin Leaſe 2 He wric a Letter te me , wherein he tells 
me That he was the Deane and Chapters Succeſſor, and 
did thercia command me to fend in a Man and Horſe , accor- 
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3 
ding to my Leaſe, in compleat Armes, to ſerve under his Bro+ 
ther Collogell Rebert Lilburn in Seotland ; and further faid 
in his faid Letter , That if I did not give up my Leaſe ro him, 
(having ſeven years then in being) he would extend all the ſeye- 
rall Forfeitures and Breaches of my Leaſe againſt me, co make 
it yoid , whereby he might weary me out of my Right and Due 
of yeers therein. Next after, he fell upon me Robert Chriftofer 
another of the poor Tennants , who was alwayes coaltant and 
faichfull to the Parliament , and voluntarily fer forth Horles aad 
Armes in the Parliament Service, farre beyond my Eſtate , I 
neyer offended him in all my life , bat in a moſt humble manner 
tendering my Rent to him about a week after the day.he refuſed co 
receive it, and told me, My Leaſe was forfeiced, by my failing 
the jult day of payment, and he would take advantage of it accor- 
dingly : Yea, after many humble addreſſes made nnto the 
ſaid! Mr. L:/bwrne by the poor Cottagers and Leaſers, divers 
of them following him to Lowdow , and there craving pity and 
compaſſion from him upon their poor Wives and Childrea,offering- 
him his money with advyancage for the ſaid Lands ; he (in a great 
paſſion) denied, bid them goe home again like as Fools they came, 
ſaying , He would out them every mag as their Leales expired, 
Need then made me poor William Huntington to runne from 
_=_ to Juſtice , complaining of the wrong done unto meb 
jeutenant Collonell Jobs Lilburne ; I weat to the publique Sefft- 
ons at Darham, where Sir Arthur Haſlerigge was upon the 
Bench ; after the Reading of wy Petition there, he told me, /t was 
nos in the power of the Seſſions to help me. 1 then not knowin 
what elle ro do, went immediately to Lowdow upon my naked 
Feer to the Parliament , and Printed my ſad cafe and conditi- 
on, and delivered it to the Members as they came into the 
Houſe ; at which Lieutenant. Collonell Zi/barne was: & little 
moyed , and then faid, the buſineſs ſhould be referred to my 
Lord Generall, Sir Arthar Haſlerigge,and Collone.| Aſartin ; 
which made me —— to rejoyce : and in purſuance 
thereof , I attended Collonell J{artin from place to place ac» 
cording to his appoiatinent, fo long, that wearineſs and po- 
yerty droye me back again into the Country, having nothing 
to relieye me 4 but the Charicy of ſuch as pittied my conditi» 
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ofi. I then being not able to 08 the-Country for feare of 
Impriſonment , came againe to Londen on foot, begging my 
Bread by the way , it being «bout two hundred Miles. And ha- 
ving £0 betrer tucceſs at the Parliament doore , after a long 
attendance, 2nd many being wearied of me, and my ſelfe al- 
molt of my life , I returned againe to hide my felfe a while in 
the Country, hoping God might help at the laſt, Thea whea [ 
heard that Lieutenant Collonell Jobs L1l/burne was bazifhed, 
and that there was a Fige to be payd co Sir Archur Haſlerigge, 
I forthwith rooke m2 to my Feet, and ag1ine ro London I went, 
and told Sir eAriher , that it was now 19 his power to do both 
my (cite , Wife and Children good , and that we would pray for 
him all our dayes, if he would but help us as God had pur i 
into his hands. Sir Arthur was pleaſed to ſpeak to Collonel! 
Martin . 20d a time was appointed at Sir Arrbwrs Chamber at 
White- Hall, where Collonell Afartin, Mrs. Lilburne. Mr. Rrch- 
ardſon, Mr Williams. and ome others of Mrs. Ls/barwes Friends 
met : I had onely my felfe ro lay open my miſerable caſe ; 
which when the aforelaid Gentlemen heard . they lifred up 
their hands, wondring that Lieutenant Collonell Jobs Li/bwrue 
ſhould deale {o cruelly with a poore miſerable man , his Wife, 
and five (mall Children, Sir Arthur moved , that whereas the 
Rent of that Farme had for a loag time been but three pounds 
ry Anweme + And that the Parhamrat had fold it ro Lieucenint 
Collonell L:/bwrxe, upon improvement , at eighteen pounds, 
that therefore 1 ſhould give eighteen pounds per Annun to 
Mrs. L:ibarne , which was the racke Rent valued to her Hul- 
baad. Mrs. Li/bwrwes Friends that came with her , pittyed my 
caſe ſo much, that they thought it fic I ſhould have alſo che one 
hundred and thirty pound Goods reftored , which Mr. Li/burne 
had taken from me. Mrs. Le/bwrne then replied , that ſhe had 
no' money , but I might have one of my Cowes againe : ſome 
of her Friends then faid , It was fic 1 ſhould have (atisfaRion 
out of che Rent. And Sir Arthur (aid, Care muſt be taken thar 
the poore man haye a livelihood from his hard labour , fo that 
he may preſerve his Wife and Children from ftarving ; And 
alſo ro help Mrs. L«/bxre and her children. And further ſaid, 
That he was ſafible, that Fobs L1/bwrn ought not co have __ 
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thoſe Goods from me : for if any Arrears were due, they belong. 
ed to the State , and nor to the Purchaſer, Bur faid , that now 
Mrs. Lilbzrn, and her children, being in as fad a condition as my 
ſelf and mine ; that cherefore I ſhould pay unto her, for her ſelf 
and children, the full improvement , which was Eighteen pounds 
a yeer z and that if 1 did not carefully pay my Rent, Mrs. L:/- 
barn ſhould enter upon the Barm. This, though Feavie on my 
fide, to loſe all my Goods, and te be railed upto ſo high a Rent, 
as from Three pounds to Eighteen pound: per annum , the Agree- 
ment being fgned by Mis. Lilbars, Colonel Afartin, and Sir 
Arthur Haſlerigge , I joytully cook it, relolving colibour hard, 
and to pay my Rent honeltly ; and made hafte into the Councry, 
and ſhewed the Agreement nnder the aforeſaid hands to Mr. Ri. 
chard Lilburn. Mc, Jobs Lilburs's father , and defired him to 
deliver me Poſſeſſion accordingly :- which he abſolutely refuſed, 
Then ſome Women, my wives Neighbours, defirous to fee her in 
her houſe again, thruſt out the faid Mr. Rigbard Lilbeys from 
among chem : which no ſooner being done , but the faid Mr. 
Richard Lilburn , by bis great importunity wich the Sherift of 
the County. and by colour of an old Warrant , as | underftand, 
procured the faid Sheriff to come to my houſe, and thruft ws our 
of ion and gave it to Mr. Richard Lilburn, Then 1 
ich went again to Lewden to Sir Arthur Haſlerigge, and 
told him how irc Mr. Richard Lilbers valued the Agreement 
made in his Chamber. Hetold me, he could do no more but 
cet it under Mrs, Li/bwrn's hand , and Colenel Martin's, and 
that he knew not what to do or ſayto Mr. Richard Lilburn. 
But I prefſed bim moſt carneftly, and faid , I never durft return 
intothe Country, if I had nor help from him ; and that it was in 
his power. And really, I had rorted in Priſon, and my Wife and 
her children had gone a Begging all their days , who was deſcen- 
ded of hoaefh Parents , ſuch as had lived in good credit amongft 
their Neighbours, had 1 not found pity and compaſſion in Sir 
eArthar's breſt, —_— inciting me ſtrongly to importune him 
daily for his aſſiſtance : for when he w ve put me off, I 
told him I nauft centinue co trouble him. And in cruth, my con- 
dition was ſo miſerable and deſperate , having gone upoa my bare 
feet two theuſand wiles, back and again, or thereabouts , in ſeek- 
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king releife , that I thought to -M upon his doore would bring 
me reſt, Sir Arthar then acquainted Collonell Hfartin what 
Maſter Richard Lilbarne had doge, and defired him to ſpeak 
to Mrs. Lilbwrne , that order might be taken for the performance 
of the faid Agreement, which fhe and her Friends had made 
and ſigned ; he promiſed a ſpeedy accompt, and the next 
day he told Sir Arthwr, that ſhe had received Letters from 
her Husband , wherein he commanded , that gothing ſhould 
be done by her ; and thereupon , Sir ArrFer defired Collonell 
Aartin to tell her from him . That if Che would not perform 
her Agrecment, which heapprehended to be juft and reaſonable, 
and for her adyantage , he thought he was bound in Con- 
Lience to preſerve the poor man , his Wife and Children , by 
laying his extent upon the Lands, Collonell Afartiw immedi» 
ately replyed , That he would do very well in fo doing ; and if 
it was his caſe he would do the like. Collonell Aſartin then 
acquainted Mrs. Li/barye with Sir Arthwrs relolution , and 
returned this anſwer , That ſhe was Jobs Lilburnes Wife, and 
that he could not prevail in the leaſt with her, and therefore 
bad Sir Arthwr not to expect farther. Then we, the reſt of 
the Tennants , hoping there was an opportunity for us and ours, 
made choyce of one Captain Farrer to be our Solicitor , and 
ſeat him to Londen to Sir Arthur Haſterigge , tocntreat, That 
according to Lieutenant Collonell Jobs Liiburnes Promiſe be- 
fore he bought our Lands , that we might yet have it as he payd : 
T hereupon , the faid Captain Farrer applied hiaſelfe ro Sir 
Arthur Haſlerigge at Whue-Hall , acquainting hini with the 
Tennants humble and earneſt defires z and as it hapaed upon 
ſome complaines that Mrs. Lil/bawrze had made to Collonell 
Fojce , againſt Sir Archur Haſlerigge , there was a meeting 
appointed at Mr. Peters Chamber in Fhite- Hall , and thither 
came Mrs. Lr/bwrze , and her own Father ; and there were pre- 
ſear Mr. Peters, and Collonell Joyce ; and Sir Arthur _— 
yigge tooke the ſaid Captain Farrer along with him. Then 
did Sir Arthay Declare in the preſence of all before menti- 
oned . That he never had s- thought of getting one penny out 
of Jobs Lilburnes Eftate, and that Mrs, Lilkwrne hadecom- 
pelicd him to lay his extent upon the Land, becaulc ſhe would not . 
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perform the _—_— under 7 own hand , whereby Hxx- 
tingten, his Wife and Children might live. He then declared the 
great complaints of the Teanants. And this offer was made by 
Sir Arther co Mrs. Lilbarne , That the Tennan's ſhould pay 
the ſumms of money , for which the Parliament gave him chat 
Land , being nine hundred and forty pounds , with conſideration 
from the time of paſſing the Act, Che deducting what Rents they 
hag received, Aficrward Sir Arthur told her , the Tegnancs 
ſhonld give her a thouſand pound at one entire payment ; that 
the preſent Rene was but thice and fifty pound per annum 2 
And when all Leaſes were out , ic would not come to aboys one 
hundred five and tweaty pounds per anzum, Anil then Mr, 
Peters offered her to help her to a huadred pound per auauns 
for ever, and in preſent poſſeſſion for that thouſand pound. 
Sir MArtber told her that if ſhe was his own Sifter , he would 
adviſe her to take it; for if ſhe did , ſhe was then certaine of 
good maintenance for her ſelfe and her Chrildrea, and that 
no AR her Husband either had done , or ſhould do, could take 
it from them, for ſhe ſhould have ir upon this Extent z and for 
his part, he did not expeRt or deſire thankes, Then Mr. Peters 
and Collonell Joyce , much approved the motion, but Mrs. 
Lilburne would not conſent. Then Sir Arther ſaid, He 
would do the Tennants what good he could , and never take 
one peany for his own advantage from Mrs. Lilburne or her 
Children, All which the ſaid Captaine Farrer is ready to averre 
and. atceft , upon his own Knowledge : And further , that Sir 
Arrhur Haſlerigge hath been at great trouble and charge 
out of his »va Purſe ; but never received one penny out of Mr. 
Lilburnes Eſtate, Nay , whety we the Teonants defired the 
ſaid Capraine Farrer to preſent him with a Breeding Mare, as 
a ſmall token of our thankfulneſs , in anſwer to his great trouble 
and charge ; Sir Arthwy replied, No, he would not gainethe 
Hayre of a Horſe by Lieutenant Collonell Lilbarnes Eftate 
notwithſtanding he bought the ſaid Mare of M. Thomas Dayi/on. 
at the Rate of forty pounds. And all we the Teanants do wit- 
neſs , That Sir Arthur Haſlerigge never received one peany of 
our Rents ; but the ſame or molt part thereof hath been payd 
to Lieutenant Collonell Jobs M0 or to his Father = 
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Richard Lilbnrne, for bis uſe C). the time of his Grant, untill 
of late , that the ſaid Mr. Richard Lilbnrne tefulcth to receive 
eny more Reors of us , ſaying, That he would not be ordered 
by Sir Arthur Haſlerigge to receive any Rents at his appoint» 
ment, meaning this Order here under written made and (igned by 
Sir Arthur Haſler 1gge. 


| Do hereby appoint the ſeverall Ten- 
nants that hold and Poſſeſs any of the 
Farmes and Cottages within the Man- 
nor of Billingham n the County of Dur- 
ham , lately extended by vertue of an 
Att of Parliament ,to and in my —_ 
That they forthwith pay unto Richard 
Lilburne Gent. for the Wife and Chil- 
dren of Lieutenant Collonell John Lil- 
burne, all the ſeverall and reſpetive 
Rents, according to the Inquiſition re- 
turned upon the ſaid Extent , being the 
fame with bu purchaſe , that were due 
at Whutluntide /a5t pait , and payable 


unto me ; taking acquittance under the 


ſaid Richard Lilburnes Hand, upon the 


Payment thereof in manner aforeſaid. 
Dated the 23 of Jure, 1552. 


Arthur Haſlerigge. 
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declared the truth of Sir Arthur Haſlerig 14% 


dpogeFl Lewenn Collonell Jobn Li/burnes Fate to his 
own uſe z and the World may fee, that Sir Arthar arc pb 


is 8s aluck wronged by Lieutenant Collonell Jobu Lilburnes 
liſhing the taking away of his Eſtate, as he was ih fetti 

an Hue and Cry , (when he was impriſoned by the Parliament 
for treaſon as aforeſaid) ts all perſons to afift bims for the knoe- 
king of Sir Arthur Haſlerigge on the head, as they would doa 
Fox or a Ponlcat , becauſe be bad robbed hins of thu fifteen 
hundred pownds , which the Lord Generall procured, as a+ 
foreſaid ; when intruth he neyer touched or tooke from hin ene 
. halfepenny or farthing in all his life , as honeft men that are able 
to make it good, de and will affirme and prove. Now we humbly. 
beſeech all Parliament-men and others whom it may any way con»: 
cerne, to preſerye us poor Tenants from the cruelty, oppreffion, 
and tyranny of Lieutenant Collogell Jobn Lil/burne. Amen. 


aſcoyne Eden. Matthew Gray. 
Robr. 57" — ah William Busby. 
Fo. Madaiſon. Fo. Maſon. 
Wil. Huntington 7 Huntington. 

of Billingham. ob. Shepperd. 
George Clifton. Wil. Huntington 

ob. Wilſon. of Coopen. 
Fohn Salter. 


FINIS. 


